| ANSWERS 


FOR THE 


BREWARS 


Within the T O W N of 


g<e 

And the Priviledge of the Shire of Mid-Lothian : 
To the Reaſons offered to Their Majeſti:s High 
Commiſſioner, and the Right Honourable the 
Eſtates of Parliament, by the Magjſtrates of E- 
dinburgh, in Rel:tion to an Impoſition of Two 
Pennies upon the Pynt of Ale, now Craved by 
them for the ſpace of thirry Years, upon pretence 
of Payment of the T owns Debts. 


"* LIN 


Je Paper cffered in behalt of the Good Townof Edinburgh, craves an 
Inipoſition of two Pennies upon the Pinr of Ale and Beer, to be ci- 
ther Brown or Inbrought and Vended within the Town and Suburbs 
and Liberties thereof: To begranted to the Magiſtrates for payment 

ofthe Towns Debts, over and above the annexed Exciſe of two Merks upon the 

Boll, and the Additional Exciſe of three Pennies upon the Pint impoſed by this 

preſent Seſſion of Patliament, and that for the ſpace of thirty years, for the rea. 

ſons contained in the ſaid printed Paper. 
Before the Brewars make any particular Anſwer to the reaſons containedin 

'. theſaid printed Paper, They humbly offer tomy Lord Commiſſioner's Grace, 

and to the Right Honourable the Eſtates of Parliament be way of preamble the 

Conſiderations following. | 

Firſt, Inals far as thir Reafons are Uſhered in with an Narrative of the great 

Debts, the Good Townot Edmburgblyes preſemly under, Itis humbly repre- 

ſented in bchaltot the Brewars of the Shire and Others. Thar as they are no: 

A: to 


(2 
toenquire in the private concerns of the Good Town, or how by the Miſmay. 
nagement of the Succeſſive v=g amprye of the Burgh, the Debts thereof hays 
ſwelled ro ſuch an conſiderable ſum as is narrated in the Reaſons, 1o it is hoped 
the High Court of Parliament will not think it reaſonable that the Towns Debts 
ſhould be payed and ſatisfied out of ſuch an Fond, as will be an unſupportable 
burden upon the ſaids Brewers, and upon the whole Leidges reſorting to Edig. 
burgh, and an direci Incroachment upun that Freedem and Liberty as to 
which inthe Trade of Brewing and Immunities thereof, for enjoyment of the 
ſame, They are humbly to expect trom the Juſtice of the Parliament, a full 
and free Security and proteRtion ; and wherein all the Leidges reſiding in Egin, 
burgh (with them) are equally concerned. | = 

Jecundo, The Good Town of Edinburgh upon the pretence of payment of 
their Debts, have fince the year 1661. obtained. ſeveral Gifts from their Ma- 
jelties for the time, of two pennies uponthe pint of Ale and Beer, and whic1iq 
the firſt inſtance and thereafter, wereoppoſed by the Lords ot Seſſion, Mem. 
bers of the-Colledge of Juſtice, and Heretors of the Shire : And who, not: 
withſtanJing, and { becauſe theſe Gitts were then craved for lome few yearsto 
the end forefaid) did for ſ:»me rime Connive at the fame, But finding that this 
was deſigned asan perpetual Servitude upon the Countrey,, and their being an 
giſt of this nature obrained in the year r 666 for eleven years after the expiring 
of ae former that hadbeen grantedin Anno1660. Andthis meeting with oppo- 
ſirion from the Colledge ot Juſtice and the Heretors; The Aﬀair was ſettled by 
Tranfaction, and there was an ſolemn Contract entered into in January 1676, 
betwixtthem and the Good Town. whercby the ſaid Gift for cleyen years was 
reſtriftedtofix: And uponexpiring whereof, the Magiſtrates for the time, gid 
bind and oblige themſelves ano (heir Succeſlors, not to ſeek or procure any ſuch 
Gift oc Impoſition, for the future, upon account of the Towns Debts, that thould 
remain unfatisfied, after expiring of the Gitt ſwareſtrited, and in caſe any ſuch 
happen tobe intime coming procured, the ſame by the famen Contra per wer. 
bade preſent:, now as then andthen as now, was declared Voidand Null: So 
chat the Acquieſcence of the Colledge of Juſtice and the Heretors ot the Shire ro 
this Gitt, being in the Terms foreſatd, was tobe underſtood as an Baror Land. - 
mark to ſecure againſt the obtaining of all ſuch Gitts in time coming : And the 
Town of Edinburgh can no more pretend to be free of the faid ContraQ, than 
they can be of any Debr they are due by Bond: An4 howbeit the Good Town 
by their power with, and influence upon the Miniſters of State, during the late 
Reigns, have obtained an Continuation of this ExaRtion; yer that being direcly 
contrairto an Final, Legal and Determining Settlement, inrelation to the point . 
in controyerſie, can be no Rule toperperuat this Burden any longer, firſt upon 
the Brewars, and conſequently, in theſecond place, upon the Colledge of Ju- | 
ſtice and Hetitors, whoenteredinthe ſaid Tranſaction, and upon the Inhabitants 
of the Burgh; and inefte& upon the whole Leidges reſorting ro Edinburgh, 
who are concerned inthis Matter, either by Sclling of Bear, Buying of Ale, or 
both, _ 


Tertio, The obtaining an Gitr of this nature by an particular Clauſe inthe 
Claimof Right, isdeclaredto be contrairtoche known Laws, Statutes and Free: 
doms of this Realm: And albcit it will be pretended tor the Magiſtrates, That 
this was looked upon as an Grievance, as being done without Authority ci Par. 
liamem; yeritis Humbly Conceived the deſign of the Law was adapted with a 
Reguard tothe liberry of the Subject, and conſequently that there is par ratio 
now as of before: And therefore it being res judicata upon the Matter by the 
Parliament, as a Redreſs to the Grigyances of the late Times, it is hoped rne 


Magt- - 


Magiſtrates will not craye a Revivance ot ſuch an Impoſition now, which inthe 
former Government was found an moſt unſupporcable Burden, by moſt of the 


' Burgeſles of the Burghs of the Kingdom : And when the ſame Addreſs was offe- 


redin the 2.4 Seflion of the current Parliament, the ſame wasby a Solemn Vote 
of Parliament Rejected and thrown our of Doors: | | 
9+arto, It is Humbly offered tomy Lord Commiſſioner, His Grace, and 


| Eftaresof Parliament, That as the Impoſing of ſuch an Burden upon the Brew- 


ars, will be very uneafie tothem and co the Inhabitants of the Burgh, and all o- 
thers whoſe Priviledges allow them to ſtand in oppoſitiou to any ſuch Gift; fo 
with all Submiſſion, it may unevitably prove prejudicial to His Majeſties Intereſt, 
becauſe there being now an additional Excyſe impoſed by AR of Parliament, 
Which, with the Fomer, will be about four Mecks and an half upon the Boll of 
Malr, the granting of any New Gift to the Town of Edinbargh in addition 
thereto, will lay many confiderable Brewars aſide as unable to continue inthe 
exerciſe of that Trade, where there is ſo great an Advance inthe firſt Inſtance to 
tke Tax men, and ſuch eminent danger inthe Rerale, ſcing this Addition would 
make the Impoſition upon every Boll of Malt to ariſe near to Five Pound Scots 3 
and which throw moſt places of the Kingdom will adequate the. intrinfick value 
of the Bear, and ſo far probably low the price thereof, as the moſt of the Here- 
tors of the Kingdom might ſenſibly feel the prejudice therefra ariſing, which is 
of an Univerſal Concernto Their Majeſties and the hail Leidges, theſale of Bear 
being the greateſt part of the Rentof the Nation, and the product thereof. in the 
Marter of Excy fe, being the chiefeſt Perquiſite of the Crown, in relation ro the 


Intereſt of the Government. 


unto, ASthe granting of ſuch an Gift would by an natural Conſequence in 
all probability lay a Foundationto the Inconveniencies abovementioned; ſo be- 
fides all rhofe it would upon the Marter turn the Brewing in £4:#burgh toan 
Monopohe in Fayours of a few Brcwars, whoit ſeems join and concur with the 
Good Town inthis Application, and thereby make Ale good and bad at their 
pleaſure, there being no ſuch ſecurity in the Matter of Brewing as an univerſal 
Freedom in that Trade, and whereby every one isa Check to another tor the bet= 
ter Conſumprion and Retaleof Ale; whereas if an Monopolie of this Trade ſhall 
be ſettled amongſt a few Brewars, the Wiſdom of the High Court of Parliament 


' from former Experience may eaſily judge what will be the Conſequence thereof. 
This being premiſed for the Brewars, and for which they Crave my Lord 


Commiſſioner, His Grace, and High Court of Parliament, humbly pardon for 
ſo long an Preamblein an Marter of ſo great Import, and wherein they are fo 


 . nearly ccncerned, .they do in the next place with all due Submiſſion, as tothe 


Reaſons offcredin behalf ofthe Good Townof Edinburgh, make the particular 
Anſwers following. | 

AStothe firſt, In Relation to the Debts owing be the Town in the year 163 z 
and how the ſame was increaſled by their Expenſes at the Coronation of FR 
Charles the firſt, and what they farther advanced for his Relief in the year 164 


andin the year 1650 atthereturn of King Char/es the 24, Itis Anſwered, That 


with all Submiſſion the making of an Inſinuation of this nature, now after the 
Ipace of 50 years and more, isto run too far backwardby a reviving of the Ca- 
lamities of theſe Times: And ifevery onthat wasthereby damnified, were to 
expe anſutable Reparation, where this might land at,is leftro rhe Parliaments 


Confideration; Andas Preſcriptions the great Security of the Leidges inthe 


natural poſſeſſion of their Property , ſo by that ſame parity, long taciturnity and 
acquieſcence ought to Bury in Oblivion all the TranſaQions of thefe Times. - 
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Astothe Second, InRelarion to what the Town ſuffered in the late Uſuryy, 
tion before the year 1660 by Building the Citidale of Lezth the former Anſwer F 
is opponeq, andir too preat a ſtretch for the Good Town to Run fo far back, hi 
wardin the proſecution of their preſent Prerentions , without Diſputing the Ve ſh 
racity of what is aſſerted for them, leaſt that may lay down an inconvenien 
preparative for many ſuch Addreſſes of this nature. if 

Astothe Third, In Relation to the Gift of the Ciridale of Leith, In Favour, 
of the Duke of Lauderdale, and to the Towns purchaſe thereof from him : It; þ 
Anſwered, Tharitis but too notour that all theſe TranſaQtions were the natury |! 
Conſequences of ſtate intrigues carried on by an prevailing party of the Magi. fh 
ſtracy tor the time tor propagating their own private ends: And it willnothe 
proper for rhe preſent Magiſtrats to dip furtFer upon this marter, And thereh 
to diſcover the management of iheir Predeceſſors, which is often Lyable toby fc 
miſconſtrued, where private intereſt is at the bottom, and where the diſcovery h 
makes nothing te the preſent purpoſe. Ih 

Astothe Fourth, In Relation to the firſt Giftgranted by King Charles the 24, ſhi 
upon an Narrative of an former, that had been granted during the En2//þ Ulur. þ 
pation, and Relating to an ſecond Gift that had been granted tor defraying the fi 
Expenſes ot bringing in the Water : And that thereby the Towns Debs ſtil] re. 
mained unſatisfied ; It's Anſwered with all Submiſſion this Reaſon containey fl 
itsown Ditryin its boſome, For x. It acknowledges thit rhe Good Town th 
had an Impoſition of an plackofthepint during the torefaid Uſurpation; and Y 
conſequently had ſufficiently wherewith to detray all the Burdens and Expenſes © 
they were put to, by that Governmenc. 2. The Renovation of theſe Gifts for Yi 
ſo many years, being { as is acknowledged ) for payment of the Towns Debt, 
does Argue ill Condutt in the management, where the Debts ſtill increaſes. 
eſpecially ſeeing it is but too norour that the Inhabirancs of the Burgh, payed '{ 
conſiderably upon the Account of the inbringing of the Water : But this is only | 
informative repreſented, there being no Shadow] of Relevancy in this Reaſon. 

As to the Fifth, In Relation to the Tranſation berwixt the Town and the / 
Earls of Argyle, Errol, Marſhal, ana $trathmere, concerning an Debt due by 
them to Herts Hoſpital ; and to an Impolition they got for twelye years after * 
expireing of an farmer in liew of this Debt: And that this before ic expired, / 
proved ineffeRual as being illegally laid on. It's Anſwered for the Brewars, that" 
if this Reaſon come to be canvaſſed atthe Bottom, ir will be of als little weipht 1 
as the former, it being but coo well known chat the Tranſaction with theſe 7 
Noblemen, was the voluntar Actings of the Magiſtrates for the time, upon their | 
own private Deſigns, and by the influence of the Miniſters of State that had | 
then the management of publick Afﬀairs; And ſoare nortnow tobe obtruded in * 
Relation rothis preſent concern, from any d:ſſappointmenc thar theſe ARings | 
met with: And wherein the Brewars are not in the lcaſt concerned, nor inany 
Diſcharge givenin by the Good Town totheſe Earls, there having been neither 
Force nor Law upon the then Magiſtrares to have done the ſame. And astoall 
theſe es caanieh the Town have Recoutſe in Law againſt the Acors 
thereot. | 

As tothe Sixth, In Relation to the bringing in of the Water and of the Mainte- 
nance and upholding ofthe Wells,the former Anſwer is opponed; and it is known: 
that the Inhabitants of the Burgh are annually.ſtented, in order to the ſup- 
port of all the private concerns thereot, and which makes nothing to the preſent 

oint. 
; Astothe Seventh, which narrates the Towns preſenr Debt, the Expenſes of 
repairing the Peer at Leith, and keeping the Towns Guards , the Brewars Re- 


peats 
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«rstheir former Anſwers, in Relation co the defraying the Towns Debts,that 
anher Addition of Fxciſe upon the Brewars which will unevitably Ruinetheir 
F$,4cand be a Burden upon the whole Leidges, is not (with all Submiſſion) a 
oper For d Or fit Remedie ſor this Diſeaſe. 2.49. It is very well known that 
2 Exactions of the Town upon the Account of their Harbour ; is more nor ſuffi. 
enrodetray the Expenſes of the Reparations thereot : And the ſame Anſwer 
Repzared to the f.xoenſes of tae Guard, which is maintained upon the Charge 
(the Inbabirants , and which the Mapiſtrates upon enquiry will not deny, 
ratcangue theſebeing extrinfick Digreſliens to the preſent pointin Contro- 
«ſy, do not merit the Pailiaments Conſideration ; nor that the Brewarsin 
wir An{weas ſhall take notice thereof. | 

aztothe Eight, Wherein the Magiſtrats aſſert thzir Zeal to the preſent Go- 
»nment, and the great advancements they have made to the publik upon that 
Ii.count, at leaſt char the ſame was done out of the private Fortunes of theſe 
Erowere Magiſtrates ſince the late Revolution, It's Anſwered that it's hoped 
Jie drawer of thir Reaſons, in his evincing the Loallity of the Mapiſtrats which 
Jir's ariſe from an free efter oftheitown, will not make this a Fundation for 
þyingon an Impoſicion upon the Brewars , which were aderogationtothar 
jly appearance they madein their Loyalty towards the preſent Government, it 
There doing thereot was on proſpect to be reimburſed atthe Expences of third 
 Iirties, who, as occaſion offers, will be equally ready with them, to ſerye the 
Tnereſt*of the p:elent Government: Andit ſtrange how ſuch an inference as 
This, can be brought in torhe High Court of Parliament, as annew Ground for 
Yyingonan new Impoſition upon the Brewars which they are not able to bear, 
Find hereby the Magiltrats Zeal for the Government to be ſupported at the Ex- 
Fences of them and the whole Leidges: 
F astothe Ninth, In Relation tothe Towns Debts, and that without this Im. 
ſition, the Magiſtrats will not be enabled to pay the ſame, and will be forced 
| Yugiveover ther Offices: It Anſwered tor the Brewats that withont dipping up- 
| Hhaathe ſecret concerns of che Town, itis humbly conceived that the Repara:i- 

nol theſe Breaches is not to be cxpeCied to be mace upon the private Expences 
Tiottha Countrey Brewars, nor out of any Fond that there Trade is not able to 
Fear: 4nd ifthe Calamities of: the Burghs of the Kingdom by ſuch an prepara- 
Fine, as this ſhould be a Fundation of an new Impeſicion upon third patties that 
Fhareno Dependance upon the Burgh, the Conſequence may prove very dan- 
Yrrous: Andthepreventing whereof with Reguard to the Intereſt of the Nati. 
Ao, is humbly offcred ro the Serious Conſideration of the High Court of Parlia. 
Ynent, 
{ Aastothe Tenth, In Relation to the late Impofition upon Cloath andWine by 
AteParliament, wich an Regard to the Exigencies of the Burgh; And that the 
Flme does not An'wer the defignes of the Parliament, It is Anſwered that the 
Jrgument urged from this Reaſon is Retorted, for ifthe Parliament our of their 
Jpudence thought fir, to rake cff rhe Impoſition upon Ale laid on and Gifted in 


Jſizhalt oſche Town, as being then underſtood to the Parliament as a Grieyance, | 


Judinliew thereof, togive them an additional F xcyſe upon Wine and Cloath, 
Jiisaftrange Inference, that if this Fond do not anſwer the defign, that the Town 
{tovld crave the Parliament ſhould return to the doing of that which they conli- 

; [krasan Error inthe tormer Government, or at the leaſt to have been illegally 
Jinpoſed, ſciug the reQifying thereof was ſtill with an regard to the advantage 
ihepeople, which irs hoped will ſtil; convince the High Court of Parliament 
Ihbatthe Demands of the Good Town inrelation to the Brewars will;prove ſuch 
nuſupgortable Burden,as that my Lord Commiſlioner his Grace and Ef . " of 
B Parlia« 
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ce 0, 
Patliatment Will never yield thereto: And whatever Fond ſhall be though; 
fot ftipport of the Intetelt of the Town, thisof all, with due Submiſſi2n, ſe 
fo be the moſt improper as tending not only to the utter Ruine of Breway , 
an heavy Impoſition upon the whole Leidges reſorting the Town of Edmbyy 
btit to the greatprejudice of Their Majeſties Excyſe, and that of moſt of they, 
tetors of the Kingdow whoare and may be concerned in the Conſumpt of & 
_- Astothe Elveanth, Inrelation to the Town of Edimburgh's being the chi 
Metropolis of the Kingdom and the Seat of all the Judicatories. Ir is Anfen 
That as the firſt is not denied, ſo q#0-: the Second it ſeems to be no good Ay 


| mefit fot whar is how Craved: For ic's too notout that thegreat Support oli 


Town of Edinburgh, does chieflly ariſe from its being the Seat of the ſudicy 
ries of the Nation, and that therefore it isa bad Argument to draw ſuch an(y 
ſequence :$ this, that theiz Supporters ſhould be further burdencd. | 
As tothe Twwrlrh, That the Brewars in £drnbargh do concurr by an Conf 
under their Hands, and that no prejudice can ariſe to the Heretors by this y 
Impoficion Itis Anſwered, 199. Itis denied thatthere is any general Conſeg; 
the Brev-ars of Ediabwreh, but on the contrair moſt of them concur With the 
the Shire,in oppoſition to what is now craved in behalt of the Good Town, y 
ny fuck Conſent has been impetrate, it is upon deſign by a few of the Breyy 
of Edinburgh, who are ro become Tacksmen ro the Good Town, if thigy 
Impofition were granted, and wonld thereby ruine that Trade as to all at 
by inhauncitg che fame ſolely tothemſelves : And as an evidence thereof uy 
enquiry, it will be found that they havepreconcerted the Afﬀeair with the Ge 
Town rowards ths carrying on of this deſign ; and are to have an extraoxdin 
adyantageinthefer thereof; andſoro make this an argument to influence} 
Parliamentin the preſent Claim of the Good Townis ſomewhat extraordiagg 
and fn behalf of che other Brewars is remitted ro my Lord Commiſliona| 


Grace and Honourable Eſtates their ſerious Confideration. | 


And laftly,Astotheendnrance of this Impofirion for 30 years,the forme) 
ſxers are Opponed: And albeit for fatis{ying my Lord Commiſſioner his Ge 
-ad'the High Court of Parliament ; the Brewars have offered particula 

twers to the foreſaids Reaſons; yertheſame's in adherence to the Generll 
Ayers premifed. and which'they humbly intreat in an mattcr of this mana 
'Andin an Caſeſo circum!tantiat may beſeriouſly conſidered, and if anydif 
'culty occcurin thepremiſes ; that my Lord Commiſſioner his Grace .andt 
HonourableEſtates will-allow the Brewars an Hearing in plain Parliane 
eſpecially feeing that whatis now craved by the Town of Edinburghasanfr 
upon both the Town and Country Brewars, will be upwards of 65000 /:4.% 
'yearly, which in thirty 'years time ariſesto Eighren hundreth thouſand:peun 
Scots, beſides the gteatIncomes the Town-has, by their ordinary Revenil 
and thetefort fuchan exorbirant Grantwill proye-an unſupporrable burdeai 
"the Brewars, the Inlrabitancs of the Burgh Heretors of the Shire, andallothl 
'repairing to'the Town of 'Edinburgh., fo of chow dangerous Confequenalf 
"Mmighrbeas tothe Intereſt of all the Leidges. is {:riouſly remitted, -as:aforW 
'to the Confidetationotche High Court of Patliament. 


In reſpeft wheredf, 


_— 
————_ 


